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Building Fantastic Futures Luncheon raises over $15,000
to benefit Museum of Discovery and Science’s

Internship Program

Fort Lauderdale, September 25, 2014 – The Museum of Discovery and Science’s auxiliary organization, Friends of MODS, raised over $15,000 at the 2nd Annual BFF (Building Fantastic Futures) Luncheon on September 16, 2014 at the Sonesta Fort Lauderdale Hotel to benefit the Museum’s Special Internship and Youth Development Programs. More than 220 guests were treated to a champagne reception, chef-prepared lunch and an opportunity to learn more about these impactful programs directly from the interns currently participating in them and former interns who have graduated onto successful career paths.
Museum of Discovery and Science Board Chairman, Jon Ferrando, stated “I am so pleased with the tremendous show of support from Friends of MODS and the community to continue these internship and youth development programs. These types of programs are so integral to building a positive attitude towards STEM education and career development in our community, and the BFF Luncheon is a celebration of that.” 
In 2013 Friends of MODS launched the BFF Campaign. The BFF Campaign is an outreach and fundraising effort to provide youth development and specialized internship programs at MODS. These programs develop basic job skills, help discover career aptitudes, enrich STEM education and provide hands-on learning experiences for the underserved, special needs, and economically disadvantaged, high-achieving student populations. 

Every year over 500 youth age out of the foster care system in Broward County. Consequently, these youth are left with an uncertain future and little prospect of finding work. In response to this community issue, the Museum has offered an internship program called TIL (Transition to Independent Living) since 2007 to help young adults from this population. This program includes paid employment, mentorship and social support to provide a successful transition to independence. 
In addition to this ongoing internship program and several other concurrent outreach initiatives, the museum partners with organizations in the community to provide fully underwritten field trips and special program experiences for their students who might not otherwise be able to attend the museum. In the summer of 2014, for example, special museum programs were provided to early learners from the Jack and Jill Children’s Center  and the Dan Marino Center of Miami Children’s Hospital. 
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The aforementioned are just a handful of the youth development programs benefiting from the BFF Campaign. To listen to the touching testimonies from current and former program participants, please click on the link here: http://bit.ly/1sythD1 
ABOUT FRIENDS OF MODS
The mission of Friends of MODS is to provide the Museum of Discovery and Science with financial support, volunteer service and community awareness. Through hands-on participation in fundraising events and volunteer opportunities they serve as goodwill ambassadors for the museum in a meaningful way.
ABOUT THE MUSEUM OF DISCOVERY AND SCIENCE

The mission of the Museum of Discovery and Science is to provide experiential pathways to lifelong learning in science for children and adults through exhibits, programs and films. Founded in 1976 as The Discovery Center, the nonprofit facility serves approximately 450,000 visitors annually. Major operational support for the Museum is provided through generous support by Leadership Guild members including: Broward Health, JM Family Enterprises, Inc., Sun Sentinel, and Wells Fargo.  

The Museum is open seven days a week, 365 days a year; Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. with extended IMAX® hours on most evenings. General Admission prices are $19 for adults; $18 seniors; $15 children 2 to 12. Children under 2 are free. A General Admission Ticket includes admission to the Museum exhibits and one classic IMAX movie. The Museum of Discovery and Science is located downtown at 401 SW Second Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312. For more information about the Museum, visitors should call 954.467.MODS (6637) or visit our web site at www.mods.org
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